
Saturdays in the Patch 

beginning October 6th  

 
10 am - 2 pm—Bounce House, Face Painting, Concessions* 
Pony Rides—11 am - 2 pm ONLY 
 
October 6th - Welcome to the Patch Saturday 
October 13th - Fall Fun Day 
 12:30 Christian Illusionist Show (Michael Blain) 

 Pumpkin  Decorating Contest 
October 20th - 10 – 2 pm Craft Bazaar* and Wellness Day 
 12:30 Christian Illusionist Show (Michael Blain) 
October 27th - Family Fun Day & K-9 Demonstrations 
 12:30  Christian Illusionist Show  (Michael Blain) 
  2:00 K-9 Demonstration 

 

*Craft Bazaar - Saturday, October 20th (10 am—2 pm) 

 For information regarding tables please contact  
 the Church Office (850-877-6276), Patty Core 
 (850.556.9725) or Debbie Keeling (656-8746) 
 *Concessions - Food available includes hamburgers, hot 
 dogs, sausage dogs, chips, drinks and ice cream. 
 
Would you like to volunteer at any of the Pumpkin Patch activities?  
Call the church office to see where you might be able to serve. 
(877-6276) 
Pumpkin Patch accepts cash or checks (made payable to 
“THUMC”).  We are able to accept pumpkin patch donations 
through our website. (www.tallyheightsumc.com) 
 

You are most welcome to take personal pictures in the Pumpkin 
Patch.   

 

The Pumpkin Patch is open  
every day dawn until dusk. 

Pumpkin Patch Schedule 

Saturdays in the Patch 

beginning October 6th  

 
10 - 2pm Bounce House, Face Painting, Concessions*                  
Pony Rides—11 am - 2 pm ONLY 
 
October 6th - Welcome to the Patch Saturday 
October 13th - Fall Fun Day  
 12:30 Christian Illusionist Show (Michael Blain) 

 Pumpkin  Decorating Contest 
October 20th - 10 – 2pm Craft Bazaar* & Wellness Day 
October 27th - Family Fun Day & K-9 Demonstrations 
 12:30 Christian Illusionist Show  (Michael Blain) 
 2:00 K-9 Demonstrations 
 

*Craft Bazaar - Saturday, October 20th 10 - 2  

 For information regarding tables please contact  
 the Church Office (850-877-6276), Patty Core          
 (850.556.9725) or Debbie Keeling (656-8746) 
 *Concessions - Food available includes hamburgers, hot 
 dogs, sausage dogs, chips, drinks and ice cream. 
       
Would you like to volunteer at any of the Pumpkin Patch activities?  
Call the church office to see where you might be able to serve. (877-
6276) 
 
Pumpkin Patch accepts cash or checks (made payable to 
“THUMC”).  We are able to accept pumpkin patch donations through 
our website. (www.tallyheightsumc.com) 
 

You are most welcome to take personal pictures in the Pumpkin 
Patch.   

 

Pumpkin Patch Schedule 

The Pumpkin Patch is open  
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FAQ’s ABOUT THE PUMPKIN PATCH 

 
Where do the pumpkins come from? 
 
The pumpkin distributor is “Pumpkin Patch USA.” 
 
Most of the pumpkins are grown on the Navajo Reservation 
in Farmington, New Mexico.  You can learn more by visiting 
their website: www.pumpkinsusa.com. 
 
When did the Pumpkin Patch start? 

 
Tallahassee Heights became the first Pump-
kin Patch in  
Tallahassee in 1986. 
 

What happens with the money? 
 

90% of proceeds from the Pumpkin 
Patch go to support local and global 
missions.  See other inserts of this bro-
chure for a list of missions we support. 
 
Can I help in the Pumpkin Patch? 

 
Yes—to learn more about volunteering in the Pumpkin 
Patch, contact the church office at (850-877-6276) or 
thumc@comcast.net. 
 
Are photographs allowed? 
 
Yes! You are encouraged to take all the photos you like. 
 
When is the Pumpkin Patch open? 
 
 October 1st through October 31st.   
 Every day from dawn until dusk. 
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A lady had recently been baptized. One of her  
co-workers asked her what it was like 

 to be a Christian.  She was caught off-guard  
and didn’t know how to answer, but when  
she looked up she saw a jack-o-lantern  

on the desk and answered:  “It’s like being 
 a pumpkin.”  The worker asked her 

 to explain that one. 
 

 “Well, God picks you from the patch  
and brings you in and washes off all the dirt 

 on the outside that you got from being 
 around all the other pumpkins. 

  Then He cuts off the top and takes  
all the yucky stuff out from inside.   

He removes all those seeds of  
doubt, hate, greed, etc. 

 Then He carves you a new smiling face 
 and puts His light inside of you to shine 

 for all to see.   
 

 I’ll never look at a pumpkin the same way again.   
If you would like learn more about letting your  light shine 

for God,  please feel free to contact the Pastor. 

 
 Tallahassee Heights United Methodist Church 

(850) 877-6276 
www.heightsumc.com 

The “Great Pumpkin” Story 
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Pumpkin Patch supports: Pumpkin Patch supports: 

McKenzie’s Clothing Closet McKenzie’s Clothing Closet 



Farmer Richard Hamby started “The Pumpkin Patch” in 1979 after 

meeting with a Methodist Pastor in North Carolina and learning that 

the church had a financial need.  He agreed to let them sell the pump-

kins and they would share the proceeds.  
  

Over the years Farmer Hamby extended his offer to other churches in 

other towns.  In 1986 he approached the Rev. Jim Rosenburg, pastor at 

Tallahassee Heights United Methodist Church, and offered us the op-

portunity to become the first church in Tallahassee to have the Pump-

kin Patch.”  He liked our location on the corner of Mahan and Capital 

Circle.  The offer was accepted and 25 years ago, we became known as 

“The Pumpkin Patch” church in Tallahassee.  There are now many other 

churches participating in this ministry.  
  

In 1989 the patch in North Carolina was destroyed by a hurricane 

(Hugo) and Farmer Hamby had to find a new place to grow the pump-

kins.  He went out west and found the perfect place, a Navajo Reserva-

tion in New Mexico.  
  

Pumpkins, squash and corn were originally grown as food by the Navajo.  

The pumpkin is a relative to the squash.  The Navajo people needed an 

income, and Farmer Hamby needed the land for the new patch to begin.  

There are now over 1300 pumpkin patches in 48 states.  

 
  

Each year the pumpkin seeds are planted after the first frost.  Around 

May, first comes the vine, then the flower and finally a small pumpkin.  

After growing in the Patch, the pumpkins are harvested in late Septem-

ber and early October.  
  

The Indians pick the pumpkins and load them on the big semis.  The big 

trucks drive all over the United Stated delivering pumpkins to church-

es.  When the big truck arrives at Tallahassee Heights, the congrega-

tion and friends unload the truck and place the pumpkins in “our patch” 

for the people in our community to enjoy and purchase.  After the 

pumpkins arrive “The Pumpkin Patch” is open to the public every day 

with special events in the patch each Saturday.  During the week, many 

school children arrive for story telling in “The Pumpkin Patch.” 
  

When the patch is finished the last of October, the calculation begins 

and Farmer Hamby and the Indian Reservation is given their portion.  

Ten percent of the church profits are maintained by the “Pumpkin 

Patch” to start the next years patch and the remainder is given to Mis-

sions. 

 

  

  

THE HISTORY OF THE PUMPKIN PATCH AT  

Tallahassee Heights United Methodist 
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 2 Tablespoons vinegar 
1 Teaspoon lemon juice 
1 Quart water 
 

 Mix well.  Brush over carved surfaces. 

 

 OR 

 
Coat all cut edges of a pumpkin, as well as the entire inte-
rior, with a small paintbrush dipped in petroleum jelly.   
If your pumpkin still shrivels a few days later, revive it with 
a facedown soak in cold water for up to eight hours. 
  
Sprinkle a little cinnamon inside the lid. When you light the 
candle, your jack-o'-lantern will smell like a pumpkin pie. 

Keep Your Carved Pumpkin Fresh 
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Thank you for supporting  
the Pumpkin Patch.   

Your contribution will help fund 
 the outreach of local and  

global missions. 
 

 Tallahassee Heights  

United Methodist Church 

 
 3004 Mahan Dr. 

Tallahassee, FL  32308 
(850) 877-6276 

Pastor: Ken Hamilton 
www.tallyheightsumc.com 

E-mail:  thumc@comcast.net 

 
 ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ¢ƛƳŜǎΥ 

8:45 am – Contemporary Worship 
11:00 am – Traditional Worship 
Children’s Church and Nursery  

during Both Services 
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